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LOCALLY FINITE p-GROUPS WITH ALL SUBGROUPS EITHER SUBNORMAL
OR NILPOTENT-BY-CHERNIKOV
G. CUTOLO∗ AND H. SMITH

Communicated by Patrizia Longobardi
Abstract. We pursue further our investigation, begun in [H. Smith, Groups with all subgroups subnormal or nilpotent-by-Chernikov, Rend. Sem. Mat. Univ. Padova 126 (2011), 245–253] and continued in [G. Cutolo and H. Smith, Locally finite groups with all subgroups subnormal or nilpotent-byChernikov. Centr. Eur. J. Math. (to appear)] of groups G in which all subgroups are either subnormal
or nilpotent-by-Chernikov. Denoting by X the class of all such groups, our concern here is with locally
finite p-groups in the class X, where p is a prime, while an earlier article provided a reasonable classification of locally finite X-groups in which all of the p-sections are nilpotent-by-Chernikov. Our main
result is that if G is a Baer p-group in X then G is nilpotent-by-Chernikov .

1. Introduction
The main result of the article [13] is that a locally soluble-by-finite group G that lies in the class
X of groups that have all subgroups either subnormal or nilpotent-by-Chernikov (that is, subnormal
or in NC) is soluble-by-finite, and such a group G is even soluble if it is not nilpotent-by-Chernikov.
The original motivation for discussing the class X is that if G is a group and either every subgroup
of G is subnormal or G is locally graded and every subgroup of G lies in NC then G is soluble — we
refer the reader to the papers [8], [9] and [1] for these results, and to the introductions in [13] and [3]
for more detail and for further discussion.
Further consideration of the class X leads immediately to the problem of determining reasonable
conditions on an X-group G that suffice to ensure that G is in NC. In view of the fact that there are
groups G that have all subgroups subnormal but are not nilpotent-by-Chernikov (see [10] and [12]),
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we restricted our discussion in [3] to locally finite groups in X, and we showed that there are locally
finite groups in X but not in NC. Indeed, we were able to provide a reasonable necessary and sufficient
condition for a locally finite X-group G to fail to belong to NC, provided that it is assumed at the
outset that all p-sections of G are nilpotent-by-Chernikov. This condition involves the presence of a
certain section of G that is described in terms of the structure of locally finite fields, and here we must
refer the reader to [3] for the details.
As far as locally finite groups in X are concerned, what remains to be considered is primarily the
case where G is a p-group for some prime p — an easy argument presented in Lemma 2 of [13] shows
that a locally finite-nilpotent group in XrNC has exactly one primary component P that is not in NC,
and G/P is in NC. Let us recall that a group H is a Baer group if every cyclic subgroup (equivalently,
every finitely generated subgroup) of H is subnormal, and that every Baer group is locally nilpotent.
Our main result is as follows.
Theorem 1. Let G be a locally finite Baer group in the class X. Then G ∈ NC.
Of course, what we would really like to know is whether every locally finite-nilpotent group in X
is nilpotent-by-Chernikov, and although we have made considerable progress towards answering this
more general question, nevertheless we have to leave it unanswered here. However, it is perhaps worth
pointing out the following.
Firstly, the property of being a Baer group is one that is immediately to hand if one wishes to show
that a p-group with all subgroups subnormal is nilpotent-by-Chernikov — that a p-group (and hence
any periodic group) with all subgroups subnormal is indeed nilpotent-by-Chernikov was established
by Casolo in [2], and it constitutes a major result in this area.
Secondly, the property of being a Baer group, though not immediate, is quite easy to establish if one
is assuming that G is a locally finite p-group in which all proper subgroups are in NC and attempting
to show that G is soluble (and hence in NC) — that a locally finite p-group (and hence an arbitrary
locally graded group, because of results from [9]) with all proper subgroups in NC is itself in NC is
due to Asar [1], and is also a major result, of course. Our point here is that if we assume (as we may)
for a contradiction that G is perfect then G is the product of all its proper normal subgroups and so
there are G-invariant subgroups L ≤ K with L a product of normal nilpotent subgroups and hence a
Fitting group (hence a Baer group), K/L a product of normal divisible abelian Chernikov groups and
hence abelian, and G/K a product of finite G-invariant subgroups (and hence an F C-group). Because
G/K is perfect it is trivial in this case, and therefore so is K/L, which means that G = L and G is a
Baer group.
2. Preliminary results
Our first lemma collects, for convenience, a few results that are either well-known or very similar
to results that are well-known.

Locally finite p-groups with all subgroups either subnormal or nilpotent-by-Chernikov

41

Lemma 2.1.
(a) Let G be a group and let H, K be subgroups of G such that H C K C G, H is nilpotent and K/H
is Chernikov. Then H G is nilpotent.
(b) Let G be a locally finite Baer group in the class X and suppose that G has a normal nilpotent
subgroup N such that G/N has finite exponent. Then G is nilpotent.
(c) Let G be a nilpotent p-group such that G0 has exponent p. Then G/Z(G) has finite exponent.
(d) Let G be a p-group with an elementary abelian normal subgroup A containing G0 , and let C =
CG (A). Then C/Z(G) is elementary abelian.
(e) Let G be a Baer p-group and suppose that G has a normal nilpotent subgroup N such that G/N
is divisible. If G is residually nilpotent then G is nilpotent.
Proof. Part (a) follows immediately from Lemma 1 of [5]. Let G be as stated in (b) and let H be an
arbitrary non-subnormal subgroup of G. Then H is nilpotent, and by Theorem 3 of [11] we have that
every subgroup of G is subnormal. Theorem 12 of [7] now gives G nilpotent. For (c), let m be the
n
nilpotency class of G, choose n such that pn ≥ m and let x, y ∈ G. Since the binomial coefficient pj
n

is divisible by p if 1 ≤ j < pn we have from a standard commutator formula that [x, y p ] = [x,pn y] = 1,
and the result follows. Now let G be as in (d) and let g ∈ G, x ∈ C. Then [xp , g] = [x, g]p = 1 and so
C p ≤ Z(G); also [C 0 , G] ≤ [C, G, C][G, C, C] = 1, as required.
Finally, let G be a group that satisfies the hypotheses of (e) and suppose first that G/Z(N ) is
nilpotent. We claim that X := Z(N ) ≤ Z(G), and assuming this false we have by residual nilpotency
that [X, G, G] < [X, G], so that we may factor and hence assume that [X, G, G] = 1. Choose an
element a of X that has order p modulo Z(G), and consider the homomorphism θ : G → [X, G]
given by θ(g) = [a, g] for all g ∈ G. The image of θ has exponent exactly p, but G/ ker(θ) is
divisible and we have a contradiction that establishes the claim. It remains only to show that G/X
is residually nilpotent, for then by induction on the class of N we may assume G/X nilpotent and
hence G nilpotent, by the above. Since G/N is a divisible Baer p-group and hence abelian, there is
a set {Kλ : λ ∈ Λ} of G-invariant subgroups of N with trivial intersection such that each G/Kλ is
T
T
nilpotent. Then L := λ∈Λ XKλ ≤ N , and [L, N ] ≤ λ∈Λ Kλ = 1. Thus L = X and the result
follows.



Next we need some notation from [2]. An abelian p-group A is small if it is the direct product of
a divisible Chernikov group and a group of finite exponent, otherwise A is large. The following result
will be useful in helping us to reduce the proof of the theorem to that of the metabelian case. The
proof of this lemma follows closely (and in most places exactly) that of Theorem 1 of [2] (and that of
Lemma 2 of [14]).
Lemma 2.2. Let G be a Baer p-group in the class X and let H, K be subgroups of G such that
K C H C G, K is nilpotent, G/H is abelian and H/K is divisible Chernikov. Suppose further that
every nilpotent-by-abelian subgroup of G is in NC. Then G ∈ NC.
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Proof. Suppose the result false and let G be a counterexample with the rank r of H/K minimal for
some H and K. Then K < H and r > 0. Since K G is nilpotent, by Lemma 2.1(a), we may assume
K C G. Since G is a Baer group H/K is central in G/K, and Lemma 10 of [2] applies: if G/H is
small then there is a normal subgroup N/K of G/K that has finite exponent and is such that G/N
is divisible Chernikov. Then N is nilpotent, by Lemma 2.1(b), and since G/N is abelian we have the
contradiction G ∈ NC. Thus G/H is large.
Let W/K be a normal subgroup of G/K that is maximal such that W ∩ H = K. Then W 0 ≤ K
and so W is nilpotent-by-abelian and there is a normal subgroup Y of W such that K ≤ Y and W/Y
is Chernikov; we may assume that W/Y is divisible and, by Lemma 2.1(a), that Y is G-invariant.
If G/HW is small then G/Y is (divisible-Chernikov)-by-(finite exponent), and by Lemma 10 of [2]
we see that G/Y is (finite-exponent)-by-divisible Chernikov. Again by Lemma 2.1(b) we obtain the
contradiction G ∈ NC. Thus G/HW is large, and by Lemma 10 of [2] there is a large abelian subgroup
X/W of G/W such that X ∩HW = W . Thus X ∩H = K and X/K is abelian, and again by hypothesis
there is a normal nilpotent subgroup U of X such that K ≤ U and X/U is divisible Chernikov. Since
U C HU C G and HU/U is Chernikov (since U ≥ K) we see from Lemma 2.1(a) that U G is nilpotent
and contained in HU ; also H/H ∩U G is divisible and hence of rank r, by minimality. Thus (H ∩U G )/K
is finite. But U G /U = U (H ∩ U G )/U ∼
= (H ∩ U G )/(H ∩ U ) = (H ∩ U G )/K, so U G /U is finite. Since
XU G /U G is divisible it is central in G/U G ; hence X G = XU G .
Next we observe that X G /X ∼
= U G /(X ∩ U G ) = U G /U , which is finite. Thus there is a positive
n

integer n such that M := (X G )p is contained in X, and so X contains the normal subgroup W M of
n

G. Then W M ∩ H = K, and by choice of W we have M ≤ W and hence X p ≤ W , contradicting the
fact that X/W is large. This completes the proof of the lemma.



3. Proof of the theorem
Throughout this final section G is a group that satisfies the hypotheses of the theorem. Firstly we
present two results dealing with special cases of our main result.
Lemma 3.1. If G∗ is a section of G that is a residually nilpotent p-group then G∗ is nilpotent.
Proof. Let H be a non-subnormal subgroup of G∗ . Then H is nilpotent-by-Chernikov and hence
nilpotent-by-divisible, and it follows from Lemma 2.1(e) that H is nilpotent. Hence every subgroup
of G∗ is either subnormal or nilpotent, and by Theorem 3 of [11] we have that every subgroup of G∗
is subnormal. But a residually nilpotent group with this property is nilpotent if it is locally finite, by
(for example) Theorem 3 of [2]. The lemma is thus proved.



Proposition 3.2. Suppose that G = AH, where A is an elementary abelian p-group containing G0
and H ∈ NC. Then G ∈ NC.
Proof. There is a normal nilpotent subgroup H0 of H with H/H0 Chernikov. If AH0 ∈ NC then there
is a normal subgroup K0 of H0 such that H0 /K0 is Chernikov and AK0 is nilpotent, and since G/AK0
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is Chernikov the result follows; thus we may replace H by H0 and assume that H is nilpotent. If c is
the nilpotency class of H then [H ∩ A,c G] = [H ∩ A,c H] = 1, so H ∩ A ≤ Zc (G) and we may factor
and hence assume that H ∩ A = 1, that is, H is abelian and G = A o H. Again factoring if necessary,
we may assume that CH (A) = 1. If R denotes the nilpotent residual of G then G/R is nilpotent, by
Lemma 3.1, and so R = [A,t G] for some integer t. We may replace A by R and hence assume that
[A, H] = A.
Suppose that K ≤ H and that B is a proper K-invariant subgroup of A. If BK ∈
/ NC then BK is
subnormal in G and so, for some integer r, [A,r K] ≤ BK ∩ A = B. In particular, [A, K] < A, and
since [A, H] = A we have [A, K]H non-subnormal and hence in NC; thus there is a subgroup M of H
with H/M Chernikov and [A, K]M nilpotent. Let L = M ∩ K; then [A, L]L is nilpotent and so AL is
nilpotent, and since K/L is Chernikov we have AK/AL Chernikov and hence AK ∈ NC, which gives
the contradiction that BK ∈ NC. Thus BK ∈ NC for every subgroup K of H and proper K-invariant
subgroup B of A.
Let K be a large subgroup of H and suppose that [A, K] < A. By the above, there is a subgroup K0
of K with K/K0 Chernikov and [A, K]K0 nilpotent. Then AK0 is nilpotent and, by Lemma 2.1(c),
t

t

K0p centralizes A for some integer t. Since CK (A) = 1 we have K0p = 1 and hence the contradiction
that K is small. This shows that [A, K] = A for every large subgroup K of H.
Now let h be a nontrivial element of H. Since G is Baer we have D := [A, hhi] < A; also, D C G
and DH ∈ NC. So there is a subgroup K of H with H/K Chernikov and DK nilpotent, and this
implies that K p
[A, K

pm

m

centralizes D, for some m ∈ N. By the three-subgroup lemma it follows that
m

, hhi] = 1. Again because CH (A) = 1 we see that [A, K p ] < A, and by what was shown

above we now have K p

m

small and hence H small. By Lemma 2.1(b) we deduce that G is nilpotent-

by-Chernikov, as required.



We return now to our general hypothesis: let G be a locally finite Baer group in the class X, and
suppose for a contradiction that G ∈
/ NC. Our first aim is to reduce to the case where G is a metabelian
p-group. By Lemma 2 of [13] there is exactly one primary component of G that is not in NC, so we
may assume that G is a p-group for some prime p. By Proposition 2 of [13] G is soluble, and assuming
that G is a counterexample of minimal derived length there is a normal abelian subgroup B of G such
that G/B ∈ NC, and by means of Lemma 2.1(a) we may pass to an appropriate subgroup of G and
assume that G/B is nilpotent. By minimality we have G0 ∈ NC, and so by a second application of
Lemma 2.1(a) there is a normal nilpotent subgroup A of G such that G/A is Chernikov-by-abelian;
we may assume that B ≤ A and, since G is a Baer group, we may choose A so that K/A is divisible
(Chernikov) for some K that contains G0 .
By Lemma 2.2 we may now assume that G0 is nilpotent. By an easy application of Theorem 7 of [6],
G/G00 ∈
/ NC and, factoring, we may assume that G is metabelian. Re-labelling if necessary, we may
suppose that G/A is abelian, where A is a normal abelian subgroup of G.
Suppose next that Ap = 1, and let U be an arbitrary NC-subgroup of G. By Proposition 3.2,
AU ∈ NC, so there is a normal subgroup V of U with U/V Chernikov and AV nilpotent. By

44

G. Cutolo and H. Smith

Lemma 2.1(c), some finite power of V lies in the centralizer C of A, and so U C/C is small. Conversely,
if U is a subgroup of G with U C/C small then we may apply Lemma 2.1(b) to deduce that U ∈ NC.
We now proceed to obtain the contradiction that (on the assumption that Ap = 1) G is in NC. Here
is an outline of our argument; it proceeds just like the proof of Lemma 9 of [2], to which the reader is
referred for further detail.
Denote by Θ the set of subgroups X of G such that XC/C is large (equivalently, the set of nonNC-subgroups of G). Then Θ is non-empty since it contains G, and by Lemma 2 of [7] (see also
Lemma 3 of [2]) there is a positive integer d, a Θ-subgroup H of G and a finite subgroup F of H such
that every Θ-subgroup of H containing F is subnormal of defect at most d in H.
If every subgroup of H that contains F is subnormal of defect at most d in H then, by Theorem 0.2
of [4], we obtain the contradiction that H is nilpotent. So there is a subgroup K of H and a finite
subgroup V of K containing F such that [H,d V ]  K; choose a ∈ [H,d V ] r K. For each i ≥ 0, define
Hi by setting Hi /(H ∩ C) = Ωi (H/(H ∩ C)), and let m be least such that V ≤ Hm . Then each Hi
is nilpotent, and by repeated application of Theorem 6 of [7] we may construct a union Y of finite
subgroups V = V0 ≤ V1 ≤ · · · of H such that a ∈
/ Y and |Vi+1 /(Vi+1 ∩ Hm+i )| = pi+1 for each i ≥ 0.
It is routine to show that Y C/C is large, and we thus have a ∈ [H,d V ] ≤ [H,d Y ] ≤ Y , which is a
contradiction. As pointed out above, the outcome of these considerations is that G/Ap is in NC.
In the general case, denote by C0 the centralizer in G of A/Ap . There is a nilpotent subgroup
G0 /Ap of G/Ap such that A ≤ G0 and G/G0 is divisible Chernikov. By Lemma 2.1(c) there is a
k

positive integer k such that Gp0 ≤ C0 , so G/C0 is small and, by Lemma 2.1(b), C0 is not nilpotent.
i

Let c ∈ C0 . Since G is a Baer group Ahci is nilpotent; also Ahci/Ap has finite exponent for each i.
i

Denoting by X ω the intersection of all subgroups X p of the arbitrary group X, we therefore have
(Ahci)ω = Aω . But (Ahci)ω is centralized by c (see, for example, Lemma 1 of [2]), and since c was
i

arbitrary we see that Aω ≤ Z(C0 ). Since [Ap , C0 ] ≤ Ap

i+1

for all i, C0 /Aω is residually nilpotent and

hence, by Lemma 3.1, nilpotent. This gives our final contradiction that C0 is nilpotent, and the proof
of the theorem is complete.
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